Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 193 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.051; wR factor = 0.157; data-to-parameter ratio = 18.9. organic compounds o1480 Fan et al.
The molecule of the title compound, C 23 H 23 N 3 , which was synthesized by the condensation reaction between 2,6diacetylpyridine and 2-dimethylaniline, adopts an E configuration about both C N imine bonds. The dihedral angles formed by the benzene rings with the pyridine ring are 89.68 (5) and 53.62 (6) .
Related literature
For the applications of pyridine-based ligands in sensor technologies and electro-luminescent devices, see: Tang & Vanslyke (1987) ; Wang (2001) . For the crystal structures of related compounds, see: Mentes et al. (2001) ; Huang et al. (2006) . For the synthesis, see: Fan et al. (2004) . Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 2000) ; cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2000) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL. 
Experimental
0.0389 (7) 0.0437 (7) 0.0531 (7) 0.0021 (5) 0.0183 (6) 0.0030 (5) N1 0.0407 (7) 0.0476 (7) 0.0659 (9) 0.0017 (5) 0.0193 (6) 0.0079 (6) C6 0.0412 (8) 0.0442 (8) 0.0508 (8) 0.0034 (6) 0.0217 (7) 0.0030 (6) N3 0.0409 (8) 0.0550 (7) 0.0719 (9) 0.0030 (6) 0.0227 (7) 0.0109 (6) C2 0.0413 (8) 0.0460 (8) 0.0493 (8) 0.0043 (6) 0.0191 (7) 0.0026 (6) C1 0.0423 (8) 0.0458 (8) 0.0533 (9) 0.0019 (6) 0.0193 (7) 0.0031 (6) C7 0.0421 (8) 0.0441 (7) 0.0537 (9) 0.0027 (6) 0.0208 (7) −0.0005 (6) C3 0.0439 (9) 0.0460 (8) 0.0631 (10) 0.0072 (6) 0.0191 (7) 0.0075 (7) C5 0.0434 (9) 0.0472 (8) 0.0721 (11) −0.0002 (6) 0.0247 (8) 0.0068 (7) C10 0.0394 (8) 0.0399 (7) 0.0619 (9) 0.0040 (6) 0.0166 (7) 0.0108 (6) C17 0.0384 (8) 0.0541 (9) 0.0654 (10) 0.0012 (7) 0.0234 (8) 0.0113 (7) 
